
 

 

The Rules Nag – Article 2 – Definitions: What a Relief! 
 
Lie, Stance & Swing 
Lie is the spot at which the player’s ball is at rest.  Stance is the position of player’s feet and body to make the 
stroke, and Swing is the path the club travels when making the stroke.  
 
Nearest Point of Relief 
This is the nearest point to drop a ball that avoids the problem condition and allows for Lie, Stance and Swing 
with no interference.  To locate nearest point of relief: Player, using the club they would normally use for the 
shot, positions themselves where Lie, Stance and Swing is not impeded by the obstruction. This new position 
must always be no closer to the hole. Player can drop within 1-club length (use longest club in bag other than 
putter) of this position, no closer to hole. 
 
Stroke & Distance Relief 
See Diagram Item 1 - Replay the ball from the area of last shot with a 1-stroke penalty. This can be used for a 
variety of circumstances. A player almost always can replay the shot from where previously played, with a 1-
stroke penalty. 
 
Back-Along-The-Line Relief 
See Diagram Item 2 - Draw an imaginary line from the Flagstick to the point where the ball crossed into a 
penalty area or unplayable area. Player can drop anywhere along this line, within a club length of the line, no 
closer to the hole, with a 1-stroke penalty. Note – This is sometimes confused - it is NOT the line from where 
the balls crossed the penalty area back to where the ball was last hit from. 
 
Lateral Relief 
See Item 3 in Diagram - Typically used when ball enters a Penalty Area (Water Hazard). Measure 2-club lengths 
(using longest club in bag other than putter), no closer to the hole, from the point that ball crossed into the 
penalty area. Drop ball in this area with a 1-stroke penalty 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send requests for rule clarifications to:  Ken Nagengast - ken.nagengast@gmail.com 

Note – USGA Rules are available at USGA.org, download the free mobile app 


