
 

 

This is the inaugural issue of “THE RULES NAG”     A regular article focused on 
Rules & Etiquette of Golf as it applies here at Key Royale and based on USGA Rules.  
Hope you all find this helpful. If you have questions on specific rules or golf etiquette 
please let me know for future articles.  

The RULES NAG – Article 1 – What is a Stroke? 
For this first Issue let’s define what is and is not a STROKE according to the USGA rules 

Stroke - The forward movement of the club made to strike the ball. 

A stroke HAS been made if: 

• Player’s intent was to strike the ball and the forward movement of the club strikes the ball. 
• Player’s intent was to strike the ball and the forward movement of the club misses the ball. 
• Player makes a stroke at a ball while it is falling or after it has fallen off a tee. 
• Player accidentally hits ball (practice swing, etc.) and causes it to move anywhere on the 

course other than the Tee and Putting Green. In this case ball is replaced to spot it was 
accidentally moved from and a 1-shot penalty is accessed. 

A stroke has NOT been made if: 

• Player decides during the downswing not to strike the ball and avoids doing so by deliberately 
stopping the clubhead before it reaches the ball or, if unable to stop, by deliberately missing 
the ball.  

• WHILE ON TEE, player accidentally strikes the ball when making a practice swing or while 
preparing to make a stroke at it.* 

• WHILE ON TEE, ball falls off the tee or is knocked off the tee by the player before the player 
has made a stroke at it.* 

• WHILE ON PUTTING GREEN - Player accidentally causes ball to move. 

* - On the TEE, the ball is not in play until a player makes a stroke at it. 

Note 1 -  Although we jokingly declare “ONE” when someone on the tee box accidentally 
knocks their ball off the tee, the rules state that the ball has not yet been officially put into play 
until a stroke has been made and therefore there is no stroke counted. 

Note 2 - We have seen on “rare” occasions someone take a “swing and a miss” at a ball. This 
is officially a stroke (the intent was to make a stroke) and should be counted. 

 

Send requests for rule clarifications to:  Ken Nagengast - ken.nagengast@gmail.com 


